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Parties for elite group
"You're talking about a very elite group of people," Petrovsky said.

Linda Torkelson, who has a sophomore daughter at Desert Mountain, said the
party has definitely created a buzz among the students.

"I'm from the Midwest, and people just don't do this sort of thing," Torkelson said.
"That level of a party seems ridiculous."

The Scottsdale mom has watched the MTV show and called it disgusting. "We just
laugh at it. This age is difficult enough. | find the whole show distasteful,” she said.

Many of Lauren Brueckner's friends had Sweet 16 parties, but they usually
consisted of a close group of friends. "This is never heard of," the Desert
Mountain junior said.

Parent Sue Skidmore of Phoenix didn't have a Sweet 16 party for her daughters
but did have something similar when they turned 15.

"Both had 15th birthday parties here at our house, they weren't catered, we made
the food and one of them had a disc jockey that had been a former student,”
Skidmore said.

"They weren't outlandish, and they didn't cost more than $200. There's absolutely
no way we would spend even $5,000 on a party for a Sweet 16."

Obsessed with reality TV

Greg Wise, associate professor of communications studies at Arizona State
University West, calls the show just another part of Americans' obsession with
youth culture and reality television.

"In some way such shows have a sense of tongue-in-cheek and irony," Wise said.
"It's always ironic, wink, wink, we know we're being excessive."

It also ties in with the fact that today's teens have grown up with reality television
and have watched enough TV to know how to play to TV, he said.

"There's something in society that we want to preserve everything," Wise said.
"We videotape everything. We have our own films and recordings and
photographs of every event. What we're seeing, in a way, is a glorified home
movie."

'Revolting set of values'

Mary-Lou Galician head of media analysis and criticism at ASU said the show
sells a "revolting set of values."

"MTYV is always pushing the envelope," Galician said. "It doesn't mean that people
shouldn't throw parties for their children, but these are bratty kids that cry if they
don't get a $75,000 car. And we wonder why other countries don't think well of our
country.”

The concept for the show came from MTV producer Nina Diaz's personal
experience of having a Sweet 16 party.

"I had the average American teenager party in my grandmother's community
center,"” she said. "It was still fun, but | had delusions if the whole day could be
about me, and | had no budget.”

Now in her 30s, Diaz knows that her show has resonated with the viewers. My
Super Sweet 16 had the highest rated premier in MTV history and will be back for
a third season next year.

To critics, Diaz said the show isn't meant to be a representation of American
teens.

"These are nine kids who are outrageous and going for over-the-top parties. It's a
small percentage of the population,” Diaz said.

"That's why it's a fantasy, this isn't what the average American kid is going to be
able to attain, but it's fun to watch."
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Reach the reporter at ofelia.madrid @arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-6879.
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